November 10, 2020 


Ajit Pai, Chairman 

Michael O’Rielly, Commissioner 
Brendan Carr, Commissioner 

Jessica Rosenworcel, Commissioner 
Geoffrey Starks, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 

Washington, DC 20554 


Dear FCC Commissioners, 


On behalf of the 165 members of one of the State of Oklahoma’s largest and most 
active amateur radio organizations, we implore you to reconsider the proposal to 
adopt an FCC fee of $50 for new licenses, renewals, license upgrades, and vanity call 
sign requests in the Amateur Radio Service. The proposed fee structure as contained 
in FCC Proceeding 20-270 is contrary to the spirit of charitable public service and 
education as it is currently embodied within the ham radio community. 


In our local area, the Edmond Amateur Radio Society (EARS) provides support for 
emergency notification and is responsible for a regular, area-wide test of City of 
Edmond’s early warning notification system and other vital public service activities 
without compensation. We stand ready to help meet disaster situations and actively 
work to notify the community of impending weather-related or other emergencies 
as they arise. New fees would also be a burden to the students we mentor who 
engage with us as part of their development in STEM careers and education. 


You will undoubtedly hear from many of our individual members as well as a 
number of amateur operators nationwide who share the EARS organization’s 
concern regarding this fee proposal. For my part, acting with the unanimous 
direction of our membership at its November 10, 2020 meeting, I wish to express 
our dissatisfaction with this current proposal in the strongest possible terms. 


Sincerely, 


2 T 


Marcus Sutliff, President 

Edmond Amateur Radio Society (EARS) 
P.O. Box 48 

Edmond, OK 73083-0048 
KSEOK@KSEOK.org 


cc: The Honorable Jim Inhofe, United States Senate 
The Honorable James Lankford, United States Senate 


